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Poems



The Playful Moon
I'm stranded beneath the stars, 

under the playful moon,
She laughed at my solitude 
across the sky, she swooned

She unveiled her veil and veiled again
Threw her tresses over her golden-stained

 face. 
She had many stories to tell, 

for she was god's eternal witness.
I glance at her a glance, 
that told her to unfold, 

all stories she had witnessed,
since forever left untold. 

Now consumed in slumber 
I'm a witness too

Of the ever-playful moon,
laughing at my solitude 

across the sky who swooned.

 — Aadya Pandit
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There’s a power within the stars that burn,
There’s a vigor of the planets that turn,
The sunbeam portrays, a ray of hope
The moonlight reflects a gentle scope.

The power of the universe is unique in itself,
May it be nature or aura of oneself,

A force unseen, yet always believed 
A mystery hidden, but still conceived.

Everything that occurs, has a purpose behind it,
‘Cause destiny always has a plan to unwind,

Karma is another mystical principle,
That is often experienced by many people.

So trust in the energy, the mystical spirit
In each step, in each breath you inherit,

The divine energy, just and pure 
In the habitat and souls, it will endure.

                                       — Anushree Varade

Power of Universe
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Whispers of the Dawn
In the hush before the dawning light,

Where shadows sleep and stars take flight,
The world is wrapped in quiet grace,

A gentle, timeless, sacred space.

The trees stand still, the breeze a sigh,
As Velvet Night begins to die,

And every leaf, each blade of grass,
Awaits the Sun’s first golden pass.

The sky blushes in hues so rare,
Pink and gold, beyond compare.

A promise held in morning's breath,
A life renewed, untouched by death.

So may we rise, like morning’s gleam,
To chase the threads of every dream,
With hearts alight, as skies unfold—

In dawn's embrace, both young and old.

                                      — Karthikeyan Iyer
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रणाचंा तो वीर
रणांचा तो वीर तू, स�ाचं जणू नाणं
धैया�ची आ�ण वीरतेची तलवार घेऊन

लढ�वतोस तू ��ेक रण ||

तु�ा पावलांनी थरथरलं आसमंताचं पान 
तुझाच मुळे आली या रणभूमीला शान ||

सागरा�ा लाटांसारखे तुझे केस 
आ�ण काठावर�ा वाळू सारखा तुझा रंग 
मा�ा आयु�ाला �दला तू एक नवीन वेश 

दाखवून तु�ात लपलेला नटरंग ||

मा�ा �दयात घुसले�ा या आतंकवा�ाला काय सजा 
सांजे�ा रंगासारखा उ�व होतो मा�ा मनात साजरा 
आसमंता�ा ता�ांसारखे, तु�ासाठी माझे भाव वेगळे 

नकळत मा�ा मला कधी पटले तर कधी �तले ||

                                                    — �नहा�रका खडेेकर
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ADAPTING TO A DIGITAL DRIVEN WORLD

Careers in Commerce

What Next?¿

     ommerce has evolved rapidly in recent
years, driven by technological
advancements and the rise of the digital
economy. New-age careers in commerce
are roles that didn't exist a decade ago or
have been significantly reshaped by
technology. These include jobs in e-
commerce, data analytics, fintech, digital
marketing, and sustainability—fields that
blend innovation with business practices to
meet the demands of today’s fast-paced,
digital world.

A key example of this transformation is the
growth of e-commerce. With online
shopping surging, especially during the
COVID-19 pandemic, businesses are
relying on e-commerce managers to
optimize online sales, manage digital
platforms, and enhance customer
experience. Alongside them, digital
marketing specialists are in high demand,
focusing on SEO, social media, and online
ads. eMarketer reported that global e-
commerce sales reached $5.7 trillion in
2023, and this growth is expected to
continue, making digital marketing a
central role in modern commerce.

Another important new-age career is in data
analytics. Companies are increasingly
turning to data analysts and data scientists to
help them understand consumer behaviour

C

and optimize decision-making. According
to Gartner, 91% of leading organizations
now use data analytics to drive business
strategies. Data-driven insights help
businesses improve operations, predict
trends and enhance customer experiences.

The fintech (financial tech) sector is also
booming, creating new roles in blockchain
technology, digital payments, and online
banking. Blockchain developers and fintech
analysts are in high demand as businesses
look for ways to incorporate
cryptocurrencies and digital transactions. A
PwC survey found that 80% of financial
firms plan to adopt blockchain by 2025,
signaling the growing importance of these
technologies.

Finally, sustainability has become a major
focus for businesses, leading to the rise of
careers in sustainability consulting and 
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green finance. Professionals in these fields help companies reduce their environmental
impact while also promoting eco-friendly investments. According to the Global
Sustainable Investment Alliance, sustainable investments have grown by 25% in recent
years, highlighting the importance of these roles.

In conclusion, the commercial landscape is evolving rapidly, creating new career
opportunities in areas like e-commerce, data analytics, fintech, and sustainability. These
industries are not only reshaping how business is done but also how professionals
approach their work. The future of commerce will demand adaptable, tech-savvy
individuals who can harness new tools and strategies to stay competitive. For those
willing to learn and grow with these changes, the potential for success is vast. Whether
it's optimizing an online shopping experience, analyzing data to drive business decisions,
or helping companies go green, the careers of tomorrow are full of promise and diversity.
Embracing these changes now will position professionals to thrive in a future where
digital transformation continues to shape every aspect of business.

Bibliography
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— Alisha Aneesh
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 I’m Meer, and I’m about to close
the chapter on my “Golden School
Life”—although calling it “golden”
might be a bit of an
understatement. Being a student is
a wild ride. It's packed with
moments that make you feel on top
of the world, and others that knock
you down. I’ve been through it all—
mental meltdowns, love, growth,
bullying, and yes, even depression.
But school has taught me so much
more than what’s in the textbooks.
It’s taught me to keep my circle
tight, to trust cautiously, and most
importantly, to never forget that
everyone is equal, no matter what.
 
 Why am I telling you this?
Because only another student can
truly understand the struggle. I’m
sharing these lessons to help you
crush it in school and in life—even
when things feel like they’re falling
apart.

Failure? We all face it. For me, it 
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a  s t ud en t ’ s  w o rd
came when I barely passed a big
exam. At first, I was crushed. But my
math teacher dropped some serious
wisdom: “Failure is just a stepping
stone.” That hit me. Failure doesn’t
define you; it’s just part of the
journey. Mistakes are the best
teachers.

Not fitting in? Yeah, I’ve been there. I
spent way too much time trying to
blend in with the "cool" crowd. I even
pretended to be someone I wasn’t.
Mistake. Here’s the thing: be
unapologetically you. The right
people will vibe with you exactly as
you are. No need to fake it.
Bullying is ugly, and it usually comes
from a place of jealousy. If you're
being bullied, don’t let them get to
you.

 A simple “That’s interesting” or
“Okay, cool” followed by walking
away is all you need. Don’t let their
hate consume your mind. Their
problem is not your problem.
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Studying can feel like a chore, but
once you find your groove, it clicks.
I wasn’t always the best student.
The pressure was real, and
sometimes my grades didn’t reflect
the effort I put in. But I learned to
make it work by summarizing
everything in my own words and
revisiting the material until I got it.
It might sound basic, but it works.
For a boost, check out the "Gohar"
or “Fayfilms” YouTube channel—it’s
got solid personal development tips.

Mindset is everything. The way you
approach your studies, life, and
challenges can make all the
difference. One habit that keeps me
grounded is marking a cross on my
calendar every time I study. Even if
it’s just an hour, it keeps me feeling
like I’m moving forward. Small wins
add up.

No one has it all figured out. We all
go through struggles—that’s life.
But the key is to keep pushing
forward, stay true to yourself, and
learn from every mistake along the
way. You’re capable of greatness,
even when things seem tough.

That’s all for now. I hope these tips
help you as much as they’ve helped
me.
Stay awesome,
Meer Shaikh
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Climate; a Race Against Time

Did you know that the world is at a pivotal
moment in the fight against climate change? The
United Nations reports that current greenhouse
gas emissions are pushing the Earth toward an
average temperature rise of over 3°C by 2100—far
above the safe threshold of 1.5°C set by the Paris
Agreement. This would mean more intense floods,
wildfires, and droughts, impacting millions. Yet,
there is hope. Experts believe embracing clean
energy like solar power could cut emissions by 57%
by 2035. It’s not just about technology—it’s about
the choices we make today shaping the world for
tomorrow.

The Global Hunger Crisis

Did you know that over 345 million people
worldwide face severe food insecurity? This figure
is more than the populations of the USA and
Canada combined. The causes are deeply
interconnected—climate change destroying crops,
ongoing wars disrupting food supply chains, and
rising costs making basic meals unaffordable.
Children are among the worst affected, with
malnutrition stunting growth and potential. The
UN’s World Food Programme is working
tirelessly, but it reminds us of a somber truth:
hunger is not just about a lack of food—it’s about
unequal access.

New Frontier in Space

Did you know that the outer space, once a dream
of science fiction, is now a reality? But the growing
amount of debris—discarded satellites and rocket
parts—is a looming threat. This month, the UN
highlighted the need for international cooperation
to keep space safe and accessible for future
generations. Beyond the stars lies a simple
question: how do we ensure that exploration
doesn’t mirror Earth’s mistakes?

DID YOU
KNOW?
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AI at UN: Digital Diplomacy

Did you know that Artificial Intelligence (AI) is
everywhere—from chat-bots answering questions
to algorithms predicting weather patterns? But as
powerful as it is, it comes with risks. This
November, the UN held discussions on regulating
AI to ensure it serves humanity. The UN
Secretary-General emphasized that AI must be
used responsibly to bridge global gaps rather than
widen them. One concern raised was the potential
misuse of AI in spreading misinformation or
creating autonomous weapons. Yet, AI’s promise
is undeniable—it can optimize healthcare, boost
education, and even predict natural disasters. The
question remains: will we use it to unite the world
or divide it further? Gaza: Humanitarian Efforts

Did you know that In Gaza, the scars of conflict
are stark, and the fight for survival is relentless?
Despite challenges, the UN has delivered critical
humanitarian aid, including food and medical
supplies, to over 2 million people caught in the
crossfire. Beyond providing necessities, this
response embodies a deeper truth: even in conflict
zones, the global community carries the
responsibility to restore dignity and hope.

Bibliography:

1. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
URL: UNEP Climate Report
2. World Food Programme (WFP)
URL: World Food Programme
3. United Nations News on Artificial Intelligence
URL: UN AI Regulation
4. United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)
URL: UNRWA Gaza Relief
5. United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)
URL: UNOOSA Space Governance

— Nirat Gill
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Book Review
Jennifer L. Armentrout's “The Problem with
Forever” is a deeply emotional novel that explores
themes of trauma, healing, and the complexities
of human relationships. The story follows
Mallory "Mally" Dodge, a teenager who has spent
most of her life hiding from her past after
surviving an abusive childhood. The book's
central tension revolves around Mallory's
struggle to reconcile the girl she used to be with
the woman she’s becoming. Her life takes an
unexpected turn when she is placed in a new
school, and she reconnects with Rider Stark, a
boy from her past with whom she shares a
profound, albeit tragic, bond.

Armentrout’s writing style is compelling,
capturing the raw emotions of her characters and
immersing the reader in Mallory's psychological
turmoil. From the outset, the book examines the
lasting effects of abuse, not just physically, but
emotionally and psychologically. Mallory's
intense internal struggle is relatable for anyone
who has ever faced the weight of trauma. The
slow unraveling of her fears, and insecurities, and
the gradual path toward self-acceptance forms
the backbone of the story, making her character
arc both heartbreaking and inspiring.

 Rider, as a character, is equally layered. His
rough exterior masks his own scars, and his
relationship with Mallory is one of mutual
healing. Their connection is written with great
sensitivity, showing how love and trust can
slowly emerge from pain. The evolution of their
relationship is one of the highlights of the book,
as it moves from friendship to something more
profound, based on understanding and shared
experiences. 
 
Read more to find out how she overcomes her
past and takes a huge turnover in her life.

— Honisha Samnani

Forever wasn’t pain and grief.
Forever wasn’t a problem.

Forever was simply a promise
of more.



 Alumni Inspire: 
A  Homecoming

Ashoka Horizon

Alumni Sohira Kshemkalyani along with Mehek Shahani

Inspires Ashoka Students with Profound Insights into

Photography and Digital Marketing

In an enlightening and thought-provoking interview,

Ashoka alumni Sohira captivated students with his

extraordinary journey from aspiring photographer to a

leading figure in digital marketing. His visit served as a

vital bridge between academic learning and real-world

experience, offering invaluable perspectives drawn from his

varied and dynamic career. Prior to Sahira’s interview ,

another esteemed alumna, Mehek, had also visited Ashoka,

sharing her own inspiring experiences and encouraging

students to explore their creativity.

Sohira embarked on his professional path as a

photographer at rapca.com in 2021, where his innate

creativity and tenacity quickly set him apart from his

peers. His dedication and strategic acumen facilitated his

rapid ascent to the position of Chief of Marketing and

Business Development, a role that reflects not only his

artistic vision but also his sophisticated understanding of

market dynamics. One of his crowning achievements

includes a groundbreaking collaboration with Pokémon in

product design, a testament to his ability to merge artistic

expression with commercial viability. This innovative

project exemplifies the convergence of creativity and

strategy, areas in which Sohira excelsDuring his engaging

talk at Ashoka, Sohira recounted a particularly arduous

experience during a 200-kilometer voyage, where he faced

adverse weather conditions and the stark solitude of the

challenging landscape. This memorable shoot tested his

resilience and ingenuity, reinforcing his belief in the

importance of adaptability in any creative undertaking. “In

moments of adversity, it’s crucial to remain focused and

resourceful,” he shared, providing students with a glimpse

into the mindset that has propelled him to success.

 As Sohira discussed his transition away

from full-time photography, he delved into

the vital themes of commitment,

professionalism, and self-awareness in

one’s career. He candidly acknowledged

that while creativity can sometimes

become monotonous, understanding one’s

purpose is key to reigniting passion. “This all

depends on why you are doing it,” he

remarked, stressing that a clear sense of

motivation can invigorate even the most

routine tasks and protect against creative

burnout.Sohira passionately urged

students to leverage the technological

advancements available to them,

particularly through innovative

platforms such as Blue Learn, which fosters

peer-to-peer connections. 
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 Alumni Inspire:  A  Homecoming

Ashoka Horizon

These resources open doors for mentorship, collaboration,

and skill enhancement, vital for success in today’s

competitive landscape. He also underscored the necessity

of authenticity in self-presentation, especially on social

media. Encouraging students to embrace their true selves,

he advised, “Choose to be genuine in your expressions, or

adapt to what others wish to see.” This dual approach can

facilitate personal growth while also appealing to the

evolving demands of various audiences.

As the interview concluded, my fellow associates, Honisha

and aarya along with myself, expressed high gratitude for

Sahira’s candid insights, recognizing him as a pioneering

force in digital marketing and photography within the

Ashoka community. Sohira acknowledged the

professionalism displayed by the students, noting that

their interaction felt comparable to engaging with

seasoned editorial professionals. “Your skills and

enthusiasm are remarkable,” he commended, highlighting the

potential he sees in the next generation of leaders.
Sahira’s interview, along with his and

Mehek's visit tour school earlier, not only

illuminated the diverse pathways available

to students in the rapidly evolving realm of

digital media but also served as a poignant

reminder of the importance of passion,

resilience, and adaptability in forging a

successful career. Together, these inspiring

alumni continue to motivate and empower

Ashoka students to embrace their creativity

and pursue their aspirations with

confidence. Sahira’s encouraging message –

urging alumni and students alike to remain

curious, proactive, and resilient – resonates

deeply within the halls of Ashoka,

motivating the future innovators and

creators who will undoubtedly shape

tomorrow’s landscape.

~Tanishka Parmar 
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Hyderabad Calling 

For a change of pace, the students had a blast at Snow
World, indulging in winter-themed activities and games,
including snow slides and snowball fights, offering a
refreshing escape from the warm weather outsideNext, the
students travelled the renowned Ramoji Film City, where
students immersed themselves in the vibrant world of
cinema. They experienced exhilarating rides, from thrilling
roller coasters to immersive 4D experiences. The students
also got a glimpse of famous film sets that have shaped
Indian cinema, with many blockbuster films shot in this
expansive complex. Followed by a grand DJ night bash !
.

he much-anticipated Grade 10 trip to Hyderabad
unfolded over five thrilling days and four exciting nights,
creating unforgettable memories for all participants. The
adventure began with a visit to Lumbini Park, where they
were captivated by a dazzling laser show that illuminated
the night sky, telling stories through stunning visuals
complemented by music. The experience was
breathtaking, leaving everyone in awe of the
Technicoloured presentation on display. Students also
went boating in Husain Sagar Lake and witnessed the
great Buddha statue in the middle of the lake  with a blast
of fun laughter and music accompanied by lots of dance
where they got a whimsical experience of nature
between the waters that was sparkling with night lights.
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Grade 10th trip to Hyderabad batch 2024-25



Hyderabad Calling 

The excitement continued with a visit to the Sudha
Car Museum, where they marvelled at an array of
uniquely designed vehicles, from quirky two-
wheelers to luxurious cars, showcasing the creativity
and innovation of automotive design in India.
  Afterward, the group explored the Birla Planetarium,
a marvel dedicated to astronomy and science, which
features a massive dome and educational programs
about the universe, making it both entertaining and
informative.
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Grade 10th trip to Hyderabad batch 2024-25

The trip also included a visit to the Salar Jung
Museum, home to one of the largest one-man
collections of antiques in the world. Students were
captivated by its vast array of artifacts, including
exquisite sculptures, paintings, and the legendary
Veiled Rebecca, a stunning marble statue. This
museum served as a perfect blend of art, history, and
culture, enriching the students' educational experience
during this remarkable journey.

Overall, the trip was not just a break from routine but a
thrilling educational experience that left lasting impressions
on the students.

~Tanishka Parmar



“To be a well-favoured man is the gift of
fortune; but to write and read comes by

nature.”

— William Shakespeare


